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We acknowledge that, 
during these times, all the 
modifications need to be carried out to 
ensure that water, hygiene, and sanitation services are a
ccessible at African schools, for the prevention of COVID-19 outbreaks. However, equipping schools with
adequate sanitation does not suffice. Children need to be taught to adhere to health protocols. There
must be a combination of adequate sanitation and hygiene facilities and health-related knowledge. In
our project at Matinza Primary School in Uganda, we focus on both matters. Most urgently, we aim at
renovating the existing 11 stances of latrine facilities, and at constructing a water harvesting system
with gutters, water storage tanks, pipes, and taps. Moreover, we aim at establishing a school health
committee and a school health club, based on peer-to-peer education, to change the children's behavior
for the better when it comes to applying hygiene norms.

THE KISORO PROJECT
A SUMMARY OF THE KISORO PROJECT BY 

LEZERINE MASHABA ETHEVE 

CENTRE FOR AFRICAN JUSTICE,
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

O v e r v i e w
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Our main aim is to improve the health and learning
environment of the pupils by increasing the latrine
coverage, provision of clean water, and increasing the
knowledge and skills for sustainable promotion of good
sanitation and hygiene among students, staff, teachers,
and parents.

MATINZA PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
KISORO DISTRICT, 

UGANDA
O u r  a i m

Our team is guided by the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goal 4 'Right to Quality Education'. We are
focused on promoting lifelong learning opportunities by
“building and upgrading education facilities that are child,
disability, and gender-sensitive to provide a safe, non-
violent, inclusive and effective learning environment” (UN,
2018). Further, our team is also guided by Sustainable
Development Goal 3 'Good Health and Well-being' and
Sustainable Development Goal 6 'Clean Water and
Sanitation'
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Matinza Primary School has had many years of neglect of school

infrastructure resulting in deterioration of the classroom environment and

sanitation facilities which contributes to ill health and consequently poor

academic performance of the pupils.  Although the school receives

government grants, the funds are not enough. There is low prioritization of

school infrastructure maintenance with most of the government grants spent

on teaching instruction materials. As a result, the school has dilapidated

classroom infrastructure, inadequate latrine facilities, and lacks water for

drinking, hand washing, and general hygiene.

The school has one latrine with 5 stances for 443 boys translating into a

latrine stance to pupil ratio of 1:88 which is higher than 1:50 recommended by

the Ministry of Education and Sports of Uganda.  In addition to the latrines

not being enough for boys, they are in a very bad condition, difficult to clean,

and hence posing a significant risk of safety and disease.

Similarly, the school has 1 latrine with 4 stances for 491 girls translating into 1

latrine stance to 122 girls. The ratio of latrine stance to girl pupils of 1:122 is far

higher than 1:50 recommended by the Ministry of Education and Sports of

Uganda.  Additionally, the girls lack washrooms yet they are necessary for safe

menstrual hygiene management for girls in adolescence. The latrine for girls

has cracks in the basement which poses a serious safety risk.

The lack of safe water for drinking and hand washing after the use of latrines

makes the situation worse. A recent rapid assessment at the school indicated

that more than 21% of the pupils fall sick on an annual basis and 40-50% of

this ill-health is diarrhoea disease attributed to poor sanitation and hygiene at

the school. Additionally, ill-health contributes 20% of the school days lost to

absenteeism resulting in overall poor academic performances at the primary

leaving examination.

CENTRE FOR AFRICAN JUSTICE,
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

W h a t  p r o b l e m s  a r e  w e  a d d r e s s i n g ?

The children studying at the school are at a very higher risk of being affected

by the rapid spread of the Corona Virus Diseases 19 (Covid 19) due to their lack

of access to clean water, sanitation, and hygiene.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Increased prioritization of water, 

sanitation, and hygiene infrastructure 

by the school management committee and

other school stakeholders. This will include

engagement of the school management

committee, Parents and Teachers

Association on prioritization and

investments in the maintenance 

of the water,  sanitation, and

 hygiene  infrastructure of 

the school 

in the school budget to 

ensure effective 

maintenance of the 

established infrastructure;

Improved sanitation and hygiene and

environment conservation knowledge,

skills, and practices/behaviors at the

school. This will involve training teachers

and school children and organizing

school health and eco-green

environment clubs to ensure the

sustainability of better health, sanitation,

hygiene, and environment management

behaviors; and

Improved safety and cleanliness of the existing

school latrines. This will involve renovating the

existing school latrines to make them safer

and easy to clean. This will reduce the risk of

sanitation-related disease and hence

contribute to the improvement of the school

children’s health;

O u r  

S o l u t i o n s

Improved access to clean water at the school. This

will include the establishment of a rainwater

harvesting system including water storage tanks

and taps to ensure children can have water for

drinking and hand washing while at school. This

will contribute to the better health of children

through adequate body hydration and hygiene.

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .
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We have chosen this solution as one of the

priorities because currently, the school has one

latrine with 5 stances for 443 boys translating

into a latrine stance to pupil ratio of 1:88 which is

higher than 1:50 recommended by the Ministry of

Education and Sports of Uganda.  In addition to

the latrines not being enough for boys, they are

in a very hard condition, difficult to clean, and

hence posing a significant risk of safety and

disease. Similarly, the school has 1 latrine with 4

stances for 491 girls translating into 1 latrine

stance to 122 girls. The ratio of latrine stance to

girl pupils of 1:122 is far higher than 1:50

recommended by the Ministry of Education and

Sports of Uganda.  Additionally, the girls lack

washrooms yet they are necessary for safe

menstrual hygiene management for girls in

adolescence. The latrine for girls has cracks in the

basement which poses a serious safety risk.

E l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n

Renovate the existing 3 old latrines
with 11 new stances

Establish a rainwater harvesting
system including gutters on all
classroom blocks, connecting pipes,
and 2 rainwater storage tanks with
water taps.
By doing this we want to ensure that the toilets
will have enough water to flush and the pupils
will have clean, healthy water to drink and wash
their hands. Considering that currently, the
school does not have access to clean water to be
provided by the government, by installing
resources which allow us access to rainwater we
eliminate the possibility of running out of water,
therefore, leading to non-usage of the toilets
which defeats the purpose of the project. The
school will take full responsibility for managing
the water and ensuring that it is used
responsibly.
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In our case, the best sustainable solution to
promote hygiene and eco-green environmental
awareness in the school is to equip and inform the
pupils with knowledge and skills on how to
practice healthy living. Encourage them to take full
ownership of the activities for the program and
make it their own. By using this approach we
ensure that the responsibility to practice hygiene
and healthy living remains within their community
circle. The health and eco-green environmental
clubs are also a way to keep the pupils informed
and learn about leadership, responsibility, and
being accountable for their own health. We further
hope by equipping the pupils we will also be
making an impact within the communities where
they live through shared learning.

Establish a school health committee and
pupils led school health club and pupil-
led school eco-green environment club.

p r o j e c t  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y

As part of this project, staff members of Merit Healthier Schools Initiative (MHSI), a community-
based organization in Kisoro District which is a partner in the project, are assigned to work with
school management to support long term development planning.  The plan will create an
opportunity to project financial resources and actions needed for the development and
sustainable financing for maintenance of school infrastructure inclusive of the water, sanitation,
and hygiene infrastructure. The plan will also be used as a tool for improving long-term financial
planning, facilities maintenance, and resource mobilization.  Through the school’s parents and
teachers association (PTA), parents will also be sensitized on their responsibility towards school
maintenance through agreed financial contribution approved by parents and teachers
association (PTA). The future sources of funds for the maintenance of the school infrastructure
will include contributions from stakeholders including the PTA, community organizations, that
use classrooms, and where applicable from local government and local fundraising events
involving the private sector.
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Kean Smith Project Manager, 
CAJPHR The Metropole Building,
Laan van Meerdervoort 70,
2517 AN The Hague, 
The Netherlands
kean@centreforafricanjustice.org
info@centreforafricanjustice.org

Your financial support for the Matinza

Primary Project, Kisoro, Uganda is welcome!

Find our bank transfer details below: 

Stg. CENTRE AFRICAN JUSTICE, PEACE

AND HUMAN RIGHTS IBAN:

NL20INGB0008367559

Swift/Bic: INGBNL2A 

Bank Address: Bijmerdreef 109, 1102BW,

Amsterdam, Netherlands

A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n

Direct beneficiaries 
Matinza Primary School pupils and their
teachers (934 pupils aged 7-13 years as per
2019 pupil enrollment of which 443 are boys
and 491 are girls plus 19 teachers.

Indirect beneficiaries 
Estimated 800 local community activists who
utilize the school’s facilities for their
community projects and community
meetings.

c o n t a c t s
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INTERVIEW
WITH
FRANCIS
RWALINDA
Headteacher of

the Matinza 

Primary School, 

in Uganda

How do you feel about plans to renovate
and build new latrines, toilets and
washroom facilities at the school?

I really appreciate the work of the Centre for

African Justice Peace & Human Rights, and feel

very much happy and interested in the

renovation of the school facilities.

Do you believe that the renovated facilities
would improve the school environment?  If
so how?

Yes, I believe that the renovated facilities will

improve the school facilities and its environment.

Because their construction will improve the

health situation in the school. Which will

encourage all children to stay in school

irrespective of gender.

How will these facilities (latrines, toilet and washroom) benefit your
children/students once they are completed?

The new and improved facilities will help the children so they do not suffer from health

related diseases such as dysentery, diarrhoea, cholera, and other similar diseases related to

poor hygiene. They will copy the knowledge of health keeping from school to their home

environment, moreover the Primary School will become a role model to the community.
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The project’s mission is “to create awareness
through the reading culture” and our vision is
to “ensure every child’s access to quality
education.”We believe that the youth can
impact their nation through redistribution of
resources for the greater good of Uganda.
Therefore, instead of throwing their scholastic
materials and old books, the youth can donate
them and change their fellow children’s lives
effectively. 

I am a 28-year-old female Ugandan. I am a practicing
advocate (lawyer) working as a Senior Legal Officer in
National Water and Sewerage Corporation, a
Government Parastatal and Water utility in Uganda. I
have a Master’s Degree in International Law and
Development (LLM) from the University of Nottingham
(UK). I am the founder and Executive Director of Kitabu-
Buk Project, a local registered Non-Governmental
Organisation (permit number 3734) that has been in
existence for 6 years. I love volunteering and have
participated in various projects with AIESEC in Uganda,
Ethiopia, Brazil, and Tanzania.

Ms. Brownie

 Ebal

To promote quality
education.
To enhance literacy through
learning.
To develop a reading culture
in our communities. 
To transform lives through
education.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES:
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The main beneficiaries are UPE, USE schools, and
community schools across Uganda. We have so far
donated to 17 districts across the 5 regions of Uganda.
(Northern, Eastern, Central, Western and Southern
Uganda) We partner with domestic and international
partners annually. It however depends on the
interests of both parties for such partnerships to
grow.We hope to expand our outreach through
encouraging more domestic partnerships with
companies in Uganda.

The first project was in 2014 where we donated only
76 textbooks to St. Joseph’s Primary School
Kirinya.We have so far donated 111,197 textbooks
across Uganda and held 28 donation events covering
26 primary and secondary schools across
Uganda.Currently, the minimum textbook donations
are 500 textbooks per school.  We are eternally
grateful to our various partners for ensuring our
dreams come true.

CENTRE FOR AFRICAN JUSTICE,
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

What can you share about the structure
of your organization and the
staff/volunteer compliment?

The organization has a board of governors, directors,
and volunteers.The board provides strategic guidance.
The directors and volunteers implement the proposed
annual work plan.

Who are the major beneficiaries of your
projects and which cities or regions of
Uganda do you provide services?  How
often do you collaborate with domestic
and international partners to deliver
your projects?  What plans do you have
for expanding your reach?

Would you share one of the first projects
undertaken by your organization?  Have
your projects changed since then?  If so
then how?
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Would you describe your projects as
effective? How has your organization
impacted communities in Uganda and/or in
other countries?  How many Ugandan
schools and/or students have you impacted?

Our projects are very effective as schools where first
grades were unheard of have managed to obtain first
grades after our donation.We have so far held 28
donation events impacting 26 schools across 18 districts
in Uganda and reaching a student and local community
of about 30,000 people.

Which of the organization’s accomplishments
you are most proud of?

I am proud of all the achievements Kitabu has
accomplished. We have grown from a small NGO
donating only 79 books to donating 11,197 textbooks and
counting. In a special way, we would like to appreciate
Read to Grow, a Netherlands Charity, which donated
10,000 textbooks to Kitabu- Buk project and boosted our
capacity to impact more lives. I am proud of the Kitabu
team, a team of young energetic youth who come
together to serve our country. We currently have about
40 volunteers and are extremely proud of the work they
do.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected the
efforts and operations of your organization
and what are some of the adjustments you
had to make?

The pandemic has affected our ability to hold donation
events as the schools have been closed. In order to still
make an impact, through our volunteers, we have been
able to distribute only 500 textbooks to one school so far.
Career guidance has only been given to primary seven
pupils.As someone who has worked with many primary
schools in Uganda what is your opinion about the
sanitation standard in those schools?  Do they have
adequate toilets and handwashing facilities in primary
schools to support student’s access to education? The
sanitation is still poor as the number of toilet facilities vis a
vis the number of students is quite low. We commend the
Ugandan government on the efforts made to improve
sanitation in our schools and hope for much more to be
done.

11197
Books

  
Donated
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What is your message to individuals and organizations that
have the capacity to support the schools by providing Water,
Sanitation, and Hygiene facilities that have become most
necessary in this time of COVID?

I would appeal to all the different communities and local leaders to preach good
hygiene and find ways to construct more sanitation facilities in schools.

What are your future plans in the short term over the next 1 – 3
years?

Our plans are to increase on the number of book donations provided to each
school and together with development partners to see how to set up rainwater
tanks in every school so as to promote good hygiene.

Do you have a message or any parting words for Ugandan
school children?

For the Ugandan school children, please, always look for solutions to your
problems, if there is no teacher, read a book, if there is no book, find elders to
speak to you about life. Love learning and seek knowledge, there is always a way
for you to achieve more!

CENTRE FOR AFRICAN JUSTICE,
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

To find out 
more visit:
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School and Age categories

The Republic of Uganda is a landlocked
country in east-central Africa with a
population of 45.7 million.  It is bordered by
South Sudan to the north, Kenya to the east,
the United Republic of Tanzania to the south
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo
and Rwanda to the west, and south-west
respectively (see map below).  Uganda has a
landmass about the size of Great Britain.  Its
capital city is Kampala with a population of
1.507 million.

A SHORT 
PROFILE OF

Population

Pre-primary  3-5  4,434,842

 
Primary  6-12 9,163,260

Secondary  13-18 6,417,643

Tertiary 19-23 3,419,644

Total 23, 435, 389

Education is compulsory in Uganda from
age 6 to age 12.  According to UNESCO,
the number of children enrolled in
Uganda’s education system are as
follows:

There are at least 32 languages spoken in

Uganda, but English and Swahili, official

languages, and Ganda are most

commonly used.  English is the language

of education Swahili was chosen as

another official national language

because of its potential for facilitating

regional integration and trade

particularly with  Tanzania and Kenya.

BY KEAN SMITH
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Map Of Uganda
CENTRE FOR AFRICAN JUSTICE,

PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
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World Science Day for Peace and Development | United Nations. 2020. Available at: https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-science-day 
National Population and Housing Census 2014 2017. Kampala: Uganda Bureau of Statistics., p. 20. Available at: https://www.ubos.org/wp-
content/uploads/publications/2014CensusProfiles/KAMPALA-KCCA.pdf 
Country Flags, 'Flag of Uganda' <https://www.countryflags.com/en/flag-of-uganda.html>
Nations Online Project - https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/uganda-map.htm
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 Country Profile. [no date]. Available at: http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/countryprofiles/UG.pdf
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THE
REOPENING
OF SCHOOLS
AMID 
COVID-19:
MITIGATION
STRATEGIES
AND TRENDS
By Melissa Philippou

On a global scale, the COVID-19 health crisis

has severely impacted children’s right to

education, as 1.6 billion children and youth

around the world did not have access to

educational facilities during the early stages

of the pandemic. While several countries

prepare for a second wave of surging cases,

one of the most concerning questions raised

in their attempt to mitigate the spread of the

virus is the extent to which it can be

transmitted in school facilities. And if so, 

N O M A D I C   |   2 4

how can the education sector
be transformed, even

strengthened, to include
mitigation practices tackling

any possibility of
transmission whilst ensuring
that children can exercise

their right to quality
education?

CENTRE FOR AFRICAN JUSTICE,
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
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Addressing this challenge is fundamental for the

achievement of the UN’s Sustainable

Development Goals (SDG henceforth), in

particular, SDG 3 - to ensure healthy lives and

promote well-being for all at all ages, SDG 4 - to

ensure inclusive and equitable quality education

and promote lifelong learning opportunities for

all, and SDG 6 - to ensure availability and

sustainable management of water and

sanitation for all. Now more than ever, it is crucial

to establish long lasting mechanisms that

safeguard children’s health while exercising their

right to quality education. This has the potential

to lessen the long-term burden of this pandemic

on disadvantaged communities. Although there

is still limited data on the effects, transmission

rates and routes of COVID-19, preliminary studies

demonstrate that the virus is reported much less

frequently in children than in adults,

representing approximately 8% of reported cases

globally. Yet, additional studies are being

conducted to gain a more comprehensive

understanding of the role of children in

transmission practices. To date, available

evidence points to the ability of children of all

ages to contract as well as spread the virus.

Nonetheless, it is believed that the spread

among children under the age of ten is far less

than in older children and adults. Hence, all

available information on COVID-19 as of yet

suggests that susceptibility to the virus increases

with age.

1.6 billion
children and
youth around
the world did
not have access
to educational
facilities during
the early
stages of the
pandemic.

Thus, it is becoming increasingly evident that

transmission among children is particularly

low, and that schools are unlikely to be the

main drivers of the spread of the virus. These

findings play a significant role in the

reopening of primary and secondary schools

in numerous countries. In Uganda for

example, following a seven-month closure

which affected more than 10 million learners,

schools reopened in September only for

candidate classes and finalists, while schools

are planning to reopen for non-finalist

students in January 2021.

CENTRE FOR AFRICAN JUSTICE,
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
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Reducing the risk of exposure,
acquisition and transmission of the
infection of adult personnel and older
students both inside and outside of
school facilities; 
Implementing school policies that
facilitate isolation of school students
and personnel if/when necessary; 
Ensuring good hygiene of students,
staff and facilities (including frequent
touch points like light switches, door
handles, electronic devices etc.); 
And, ensuring proper air ventilation.

However, before reopening schools, it is
extremely important to adopt rigorous
mitigation strategies and preventative
measures in school facilities to keep the
transmission levels low. The main
challenges that need to be addressed
include:

1.

2.

3.

4.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has

put forward a multilayered approach to

tackle the above challenges and minimize

the risk of spreading the virus within

educational facilities. First, intense

collaboration and frequent communication

between the school and the community at

large is essential, particularly between

students, teachers and parents to help

prevent the introduction and spread of the

virus. By screening more frequently for

symptoms, by asking parents to report on

any possible and/or confirmed COVID-19

cases in the household, by preventably

isolating when the possibility of infection is

medium to high, and by measuring the

temperature of staff and students before

they enter school premises like in Uganda,

the spread of the virus can be largely

contained.



Second, daily hygiene practices should be

introduced in schools to educate students and

school staff of the appropriate measures to

recognize COVID-19 symptoms, to protect yourself

from catching the virus and know what to do if

infected. These practices consist of providing

hand hygiene stations, creating a schedule for

frequent hand hygiene, implementing respiratory

and hand hygiene in school buses, maintaining a

clean and disinfected environment in school

facilities including buses, and discouraging the

sharing of items that are difficult to clean.

Nevertheless, the introduction of such practices

may be ambitious in countries in which basic

hygiene services and habits are significantly low

both in schools and households. As shown in

Figure 1, there had been a substantial gap

between the availability of basic water services

in schools in Eastern and Southern Africa and

basic hygiene practices long before the

outbreak of COVID-19. The figures reveal a great

disparity among countries, with Lesotho being

at the bottom of the list with only 2% of

households having access to basic hygiene

services, 

Tanzania being at the top with 

48% which is still a surprisingly low

 percentage, and Uganda falling in 

the middle with merely 21%. Accordingly, more

effort and financial support is needed to

minimize this gap, especially in rural areas,

through education and frequent practice of

hygiene and sanitation routines, in order to be

able to cope with the pandemic.

Third, physical distancing is paramount for

mitigating the spread of the pandemic. It is

recommended that individuals maintain at least

1m distance, which can prove impractical in

schools facilities. Therefore, the WHO suggests

to limit the number of students per class by

alternating shifts and/or distance learning with

physical presence in school; to limit mixing of

classes and age groups during school hours; to

encourage the use of physical barriers to

support physical distancing or provide physical

guides like tape on floors; and to ensure crowd

control during drop-off and pick-up hours

CENTRE FOR AFRICAN JUSTICE,
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
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In the case of Uganda, considering that only
candidate classes and finalists have been
allowed to return to their classrooms, students
have much more space to socially and
physically distance from one another. In fact,
this fraction of students accounts for less than
10% of the total number of students in the
country, therefore, learning practices in school
facilities amid the COVID-19 pandemic can
occur in a safe and sanitary environment.
Dividing the students in such a way provides
the government with more time to plan the
return of all students in January. 

Fourth, the use of masks is recommended by
both WHO and UNICEF to children over 12 years
when the 1m distance cannot be guaranteed or
if there is widespread transmission in the area.
Children under 5 are not required to wear
masks, whereas children between the ages of 6
to 11 should wear a mask if they are able to wear
it safely and appropriately, if they have access to
clean and replacement masks and in specific
settings and interactions with high risk
individuals.

Fifth, it is important to ensure adequate and
appropriate ventilation in indoor spaces to
increase the airflow and dilute contaminants.
Heating, ventilation and air conditioning
systems and filters should be regularly
inspected, cleaned and maintained. 

For instance, in Uganda, health technical
officers supervise the implementation of the
operating procedures guidelines in schools
across the country.

Figure 1: (left) Access to basic water and hygiene services in Eastern and Southern Africa, 2017 (households), 2016 (Schools
and Health Care Facilities) & (right) Access to basic hygiene services at household level for countries in Eastern and
Southern Africa, 2017

CENTRE FOR AFRICAN JUSTICE,
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Lastly, the application of the above
protective school mechanisms should
be monitored to determine their

impact, effectiveness, and to make
improvements where necessary
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In conclusion, mitigating the

spread of a global pandemic

may be demanding, particularly

for low-income communities,

but it is also a pressing issue that

needs to be addressed.

Community transmission is often

reflected in school settings,

therefore, public health

measures  are key to protecting

schools from amplifying

transmission within entire

communities. This practice has

the capacity to benefit the

society as a whole in the long-

term, as large portions of the

population will be more aware

of the significance of hygiene

practices, and subsequently

improve living conditions on a

personal and collective level.

Most importantly, this practice

can ultimately play a leading

role in achieving SDGs 3, 4 and 6

in the midst of a global health

crisis. Yet, to reach these goals, it

is paramount to redirect further

financing to the education

sector.
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The right to education has been recognized in a
number of international and regional legal
instruments. The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (Hereinafter “UDHR”) states in Article 26
that: “Everyone has the right to education”. 
 Further, the African Charter on Human and
People’s Rights, under Article 17 states that, “every
individual shall have the right to education”.
Notwithstanding the fact that education is a
fundamental legal right there are still many
children and adolescents around the Sub-Saharan
Africa region, who are not afforded the right to
quality education; due to the poor quality in
teaching and in school infrastructures and lack of
measures for inclusivity. This article aims to
address the issues and reasons behind the lack of
quality education; the uneven spread of
opportunity; the lack of access to basic services
such as proper sanitation facilities, safe drinking
water, adequate infrastructure; and lastly this
article wishes to offer recommendations on how
to tackle these issues.

In 2012, the United Nations created the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, consisting of 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (Hereinafter “SDGs”) to
achieve a better and more sustainable
future for all. Goal 4 being “Quality
Education” aims to ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all. This
goal takes into consideration the meaning
behind quality in education, inclusivity,
and the promotion of lifelong learning
opportunities for all. Further, it has been
defined that inclusive education refers to
the securing and guaranteeing the right of
all children to access, presence,
participation and access in their local
regular school.

BY EMELIE SAMUELSSON HERRERA
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The United Department of Economic and Social

Affairs has determined that since 2000 there has

been enormous progress in achieving the target

of universal education, specifically in the region of

Sub-Saharan Africa, making the greatest progress

of all.

Sub-Saharan Africa has made the greatest

progress in primary school enrolment among all

developing regions, from 52% in 1990, up to 78% in

2012; regardless of this progress large

discrepancies still remain. Today out of the 59

million out-of-school children of primary school

age, 31 million, or more than one-half, live in Sub-

Saharan Africa, being the region with the highest

out-of-school rates of all ages groups, as seen in

Figure 1. Looking closer to the data provided by

UNESCO (Hereinafter “UIS”) in Figure 1, it is

revealed that girls are at a major disadvantage,

which displays a failure to enhance gender

inclusion in education. Across the region, nine

million girls between the ages of about 6 and 11

will never go to school at all, compared to six

million boys.

There are a number of reasons why some

countries in the region are struggling to meet

the educational needs of children and

adolescents. According to the UN, the main

factors are:

 1) lack of trained teachers and 

2) lack of adequate facilities, which jeopardise

quality of education for all threatening the

attendance and interest of education, among

other factors. Firstly, there are two main

reasons behind the right to quality education

by having qualified trained professionals,

being: 
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Moreover, it has been proved that what

increases the chances of dropouts and out of

school rate in schools is the lack of quality in

teacher training and inadequate

infrastructures to equip children and

adolescents with disabilities, and the failure

of governments and schools to meet

appropriate inclusivity measures for girls and

disabeled children.

RIGHT TO QUALITY EDUCATION  |  35United Nations “Sustainable Development Goals
Roger Slee, ‘Defining the scope of inclusive education’
UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, “Goal 4: Ensure Inclusive and Equitable Quality Education and Promote Lifelong Learning Opportunities for All”



Research shows that the Sub-Saharan region

has the lowest percentage of trained teachers

in all three levels of schooling: 44 % in pre-

primary, 74 % in primary and 55 % in

secondary education. This is due to the lack of

pre-service training, and inadequate in-service

training to teachers; the overall training

offered to teachers, in both these methods is

categorized to be insufficient and inadequate,

due to its superficiality. Henceforth, research

conducted by UNESCO shows that due to lack

of job security, low wages and loss of

motivation cause many teachers resign, as a

result of difficult working conditions. 

In Sub-Saharan Africa, schools often

lack these basic amenities, as only

around one quarter of schools in the

region have electricity and less than

half have access to basic drinking

water.

Availability of electricity is of vital

importance to help facilitate school

activities and improve the learning

environment of children. Lack of

electricity causes unnecessary

cancellations of lessons due to ill-lit

classrooms as it affects the ventilation

systems and the use of computers and

internet. Further, access to WASH

facilities present various challenges to

quality education in Sub-Saharan

Africa; still today only 69 % of schools

provide toilets, and many lack separate

sanitation facilities for girls and boys,

which brings about a drop of school

attendance for young girls.

The problem lies in the fact that, for many
aspiring teachers, most African education
systems are unable to offer enough training
courses to meet the demand for qualified school
teachers, and enough funding to support their
job quality as teachers.

These challenges that Sub-Saharan

Africa face are a few of the issues that

hold back the right to quality

education and the right to inclusive

education. The question lies on how

governments can tackle these issues;

as these are some of the main reasons

why there is low attendance of school,

and a high rate of drop-out at schools

from primary education to secondary

education. To tackle these issues and

for Africa to achieve the SDG Goal 4 by

2030, African countries, specifically the

region in Sub-Saharan, must provide a

level of predictable and sustainable

investment in education. 

Secondly, lack of adequate facilities impact the

quality education children receive, from a very

young age.  Adequate facilities consist of basic

amenities provided by schools, such electricity,

WASH infrastructure, safe buildings, and other.
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It should do so by investing   

financial and technical

resources, such as

educational scholarships,

teacher training workshops

(including special education

training), school building to

fit necessary needs to all

students including disabled

children, and improvement

of water and electricity

access to schools.The

allocation of financial

resources and teachers to

school should be reformed

towards the improvement

of standards and

equalization of learning

outcomes. The right to

quality education should be

more 

than just counting how
many children are sitting in
a classroom, one should
focus on the quality of
learning, children's
improvement in school, and
the inclusivity measures
taken to afford the right to
education to all children
and adolescents, regardless
of their disability, gender,
ethnicity and other. The
right to quality education is
of major importance, as
quality education is the only
way for children of Africa to
learn and grow, so that they
can escape poverty, forced
labor, early marriage, and
more. Although a child may
be born into a poor family,

through education that

child can acquire new

values for life and rise above

that poverty; it has the

potential to make children

aware of their fundamental

rights, and to guarantee the

enjoyments of those rights.

It has the power to change

the social and cultural

status of children, besides

their economic status. For

these reasons it is essential

to provide the right quality

education for all children,

and for governments to

take a sustainable

investment in education.
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Globally, around 2,3 billion people do not have access

to basic sanitation facilities, and nearly 1 billion (15%

of the world population) people defecate in the

open.[1] Open defecation[2] and no access to basic

sanitation kills millions of people each year; it is a

crisis that aggravates the world’s most pressing

problems, such as national security, weak

economies, deadly epidemics, and catastrophic

climate change.[3] Of all the 673 million people

practicing open defecation, 91 % live in rural areas. 
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By Emelie Samuelsson Herrera
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Open defecation puts girls and

women in a vulnerable position due to

the fact they have to travel long

distances from their house to find a

private open place to defecate and

manage their menstrual necessities.

As a result, there is an increase in

vulnerability to violence, such as,

verbal, physical, and sexual, which

affects women and girls physically and

psychologically.[1]Thereon, women

and girls are more prone to urinary

infections, and diseases, such as

diarrhea, intestinal worm infection,

but also hepatitis, polio, and other. [2]

Hence, few studies show, that women

have an increased need for water for

hydration, sanitation and hygiene

during menstruation, pregnancy, the

postnatal period and while caring for

sick family members or young

children, which puts them in a

disadvantageous position.

This practice is thus rising across sub-

Saharan Africa, which increased from

204 million in 2000 to 220 million of

people practicing it in 2015.[1] Although

open defecation and lack of basic

sanitation facilities affects everyone,

specifically children, women and girls

are disproportionately affected by open

defecation and the lack of basic water,

sanitation, and hygiene facilities

(Hereinafter, “WASH”). 
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Open defecation has not only caused

a significant impact on women’s and

girl’s health and safety, but it has also

negatively affected girl’s attendance

at school. According to UNESCO, in

Africa

Their attendance decreases when girls

are not provided with toilets and the

right WASH facilities. In countries

where menstruation stigma is strong,

a lack of separate toilets for boys and

girls means that girls do not have a

place to safely, and privately, use the

toilets, and change and dispose their

pads

 
 

1 in 10 girls miss school 
when menstruating
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The United Nations Sustainable

Developments Goals 6 (Hereinafter “SDG

6”) calls for access to adequate and

equitable sanitation and hygiene for all,

with special attention to women and

girls, including managing defecation,

urination and menstrual needs with

dignity.[1] It is more than clear that

providing proper toilets, and WASH

facilities can help protect girls and

women - among other things - from

sexual assault; decrease their

vulnerability to diseases; and enable

them to go to school continue their

education.
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Angola

Botswana

Burundi

Comoros

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Kenya

Lesotho

Madagascar

Malawi

 

The East and South
African Region (ESAR)

comprise of the following
21 countries:

 

Mozambique

Namibia

Rwanda

Somalia

South Africa

South Sudan

Swaziland

Tanzania

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Reducing bacterial and
COVID-19 infections
through sustainable
School WASH project

According to the United Nations Population Fund, these
countries have an estimated combined population of 617
million people with more than 127 million2 pre-primary,

primary, and secondary school students.
 
 

 
 

Although handwashing facilities are
necessary in schools to promote and

maintain a hygienic learning
environment for children and staff of

schools, “[globally], 818 million
children lacked basic handwashing
service at their school, including 355
million whose schools had facilities

with water available for
handwashing but no soap.”

By Kean Smith
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Despite the serious nature and effects of the

COVID-19 pandemic, frequent and proper

hand hygiene is one of the most important

measures that can be used to prevent

infection with the COVID-19 virus 7. In a

recent article, UNICEF stated that “[w]ater

and hygiene facilities will be a crucial part of

schools reopening safely. Administrators

should look at opportunities to improve

hygiene measures, including handwashing

…”. 8 As part of the World Health

Organization’s checklist for schools,

Administrators, Teachers and Staff should

“[p]romote and demonstrate regular hand

washing and positive hygiene behaviors and

monitor their uptake.”

The COVID-19 virus
continues to have a
major impact on the

enrolment of
students in schools
and their access to
quality education

In Sub-Saharan Africa, about a third of all

school-age children lack basic handwashing

facilities. This represents about 293 million

children. UNICEF reported in April 2013 that

“[o]f the countries with available data, all

report less than 50% coverage, with an

average of 13% of schools providing students

with hand-washing facilities.” 4 The World

Health Organisation indicated that a lack of

handwashing facilities and soap leads to

increased risk of students contracting “…

infections caused by a host of bacterial, viral,

and parasitic organisms …[sic]” 5which can

cause diarrhea.

The COVID-19 virus continues to have a

major impact on the enrollment of students

in schools and their access to quality

education. According to UNESCO 6, at the

beginning of April 2020 192 countries had

imposed country-wide school closures which

affected 91.2% of total enrolled learners

(1,596,564,925 affected learners).
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It is widely accepted that the risk of catching

infections like diarrhea and COVID-19 can be

reduced by handwashing with soap. This is

critical to preventing COVID-19 and to reduce

the burden of disease and death. In a study10

conducted between July and August 2009, it

was concluded that handwashing with water

and soap was more effective than

handwashing with water alone and no

handwashing. Bacteria was found in 8% of the

samples taken after handwashing with soap, in

23% of the sample taken after handwashing

with water alone and 44% of the sample taken

after no handwashing. The Right to Quality

Education Team (RQE) of the Centre for African

Justice, Peace and Human Rights (CAJPHR) is

taking a sustainable approach to addressing

the lack of handwashing services in schools.

For example, in its recent project at

Independence Layout Primary School located

in Enugu, Nigeria, the Team with the support

of its funders and stakeholders renovated the

existing four toilet rooms and constructed two

additional ones. 

 Besides, it installed a water reservoir (Water

Wells and Overhead Tanks) which provides

basic handwriting and drinking water

facilities to students and staff. These

deliverable, especially the handwashing

services have helped provide a hygienic

environment which had drastically reduced

the spread of infections among its students

and staff and will set the foundation to

facilitate the reopening of school during the

COVID-19 pandemic. At a media briefing on

7 September, 2020 the Director-General of

the World Health Organization said that

“[COVID-19] will not be the last pandemic.

History teaches us that outbreaks and

pandemics are a fact of life. But when the

next pandemic comes, the world must be

ready – more ready than it was this time.”

CAJPHR is doing its part through its RQE

Team to ensure that schools are ready to

provide a hygienic learning environment

where students can continue their

education.
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